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EU: Oreja IGC Plan Seeks Stronger EC President 


BR2102151096 Madrid ABC in Spanish 21 Feb 96 
p 39 


[Report by Alberto Sotillo: “Oreja Proposes to Turin 
Conference Reducing Number of European Commis- 
sioners”} 

(FBIS Translated Text] Brussels — The reform plan 
prepared by Spanish Commissioner Marcelino Oreja 
for the upcoming European Union Isteryovernmental 
Conference (IGC], which will begin in Turin 29 March, 
seeks to strengthen the Commission president's powers, 
in particular, his powers to choose Commissioners, 
thus realizing a long-standing dream of Jacques Santer, 
current head of the Community's executive branch. 
The plan proposes that the Commissior president play 
"a decisive role in choosing its members,” and at the 
same time sees his powers strengthened “in the internal 
organization” of the college of commissioners. 


The Commission wishes to galvanize decisionmaking, 
and proposes elimination of the veto and the simplifica- 
tion of agreements, but it also wishes to bring the EU 
closer to citizens’ concerns, and to this end it calls for 
including in the treaty “specific measures” to combat 
unemployment. 


In the battle shaping up for the IGC, the Commission 
wishes to strengthen its president's powers and thus 
ensure the discipline so greatly yearned for by Santer 
within his college of commissioners. Santer and Oreja 
want the Commission president to be able to choose 
his commissioners, strengthen his internal powers, and 
thus ensure the internal coherence of the Community's 
executive branch. 


With a view to a future enlargement, it is believed that 
the number of commissioners who will represent cach 
member state should be revised. It is recommended that 
“the number of commissioners be reduced to one per 
member sta'e.” who will be chosen “by the president 
at the states’ nomination.” ° de countries with large 
populations, such as Spain, which currently have two 
commissioners, would therefore lose this prerogative. 
In the future, it is not ruled out that “when a certain 
number of member states is exceeded..., the number of 
commissioners chosen could be less than the number of 
member states.” 


Reductions 


Also with a view to enlargement, it is stated that a 
reduction in the number of members for the Court 
of Justice should be considered: “The prospect of 
there being 70 judges in the Court and in the Court 
of First Instance forces us to reflect,” the document 
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States. In order also to avert the European Parliament's 
“excessive size, it is proposed thai the number o! 
members of Parliament be limited, “irrespective of the 
number of states joining the Union.” In this connection. 
the European Parliament's proposal for limiting its 
members to 700 is noted. 


The Commussion’s Euroenthusiast reform plan secks 
to galvanize decisionmaking in an enlarged Europe, in 
which there could be a danger of a breakup unless 
fundamental changes are adopted. To achieve this, 1! 
is proposed that the veto be eliminated, that qualified 
majority voting be extended, and that a “superqualified 
majority” be confined to just certain very “sensitive 
decisions. To this end, it would be necessary to change 
the current system of qualified voting , so that the 
interests of the most densely populated countries and 
of the “smallest” states would be combined. The aim 
is to “introduce a new system which would take into 
account at the same time the majority of the member 
States and a majority of the Union's population 


Against Unemployment 


But the Commission also wants Europe to move closer 
to its citizens and their most pressing concerns. It wants 
the fight against unemployment to be reflected in the 
Treaty, and opts for a middle course between that 
proposed by states such as the United Kingdom, which 
do not want the slightest mention of unemployment to 
be made because they believe that any regulation on the 
matter is Counterproductive, and by those which would 
like to adopt binding measures on employment, similar 
to the Maastricht criteria 


It is proposed “to include in the Treaty specific measures 
for unemployment,” but it is not said that these should 
be binding. Rather, they are given a certain guiding 
nature, when it is stated that the measures for combating 
unemployment will tend to: 


— Create the conditions for a common strategy for 
employment 
— Encourage cooperation between the various agents 


— Take employment into account in all Community 
policies. 


— Intensify the exchange of information and experi 
ences. 


Call for Effectiveness 


Under the watchword that Europe ‘should act less 
in order to act better,” the principle of subsidiarity 
is reaffirmed, and a call is made for effectiveness, 
which involves the simplification of a dozen treaties 
and documents, which overall include over 700 articles 
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in which fundamental provisions are intermingled with 
purely technical provisions. 


The Commission also gives a nod to the European 
Parliament, in stating that the joint decisionmaking 
procedure “should be extended and simplified.” It is 
stated that “acts of a legislative na.ure should be adopted 
by joint decisionmaking,” and that this should also be 
extended to the areas which are currently governed 
by the cooperation procedure. However, it is desired 
to simplify joint decisionmaking and make it more 
effective through the introduction of deadlines to be 
met in the first reading and the elimination of the third 
reading and intermediate stages. 


Revolution 


In foreign policy, ise Commission's proposals represent 
a revolution which starts at setting up a “joint analysis 
group” comprised of experts in order to prepare deci- 
sions, and culminates in the elimination of the veto and 
the extension of qualified majority voting, which could 
only “materialize” in decisions entailing military action 
or placing a member state's “essential interests” at stake. 


Categorical Rejection of “Europe a la Carte" 


The plan for the reform of the EU drawn up by the 
Commission is largely a declaration of war on Britain's 
Euroskepticism and on ary attempt to set up a “Europe 
a la carte,” in which the United Kingdom or any other 
country would choose some plans in order to opt out 
of the remainder, just as the British Government did 
with the Maastricht Treaty’s social provisions. The plar 
states that “the Commission firmly rejects any idea 
of a ‘Burope a la carte’ (such as the Social Charter), 
which denies the common European plan and the ties 
of solidarity which it creates.” 

Although the United Kingdom is not mentioned explic- 
itly, the declaration of war on British Euroskepticisni is 
obvious when it is asserted that “the EU should not be 
condemned to advancing at the pace of the slowest of 
its members"; a principle which is deemed especially 
valid for an “enlarged Union.” 


“Certain forms of flexibility” are indeed accepted, and 
certain “limited and temporary exceptions or deroga- 
tions” which have been practiced and which would 
necessarily have to be applied in the enlargement are 
points’ out. It is even noted that “organized flexibility” 
is the rice paid in the plan for a single currency, but 
a “Europe a la carte” is firmiy rejected by the Commis- 
sion. War on Euroskepicism could be the final watch- 
word of this ambitious reform plan for a new Europe. 


However, nobody is unaware that the United Kingdom 
will be the Commission's main enemy ai the coming 
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IGC, and this time the Community's executive branch 
did not wish to piace itself on the defensive. The Com- 
mission is pitied against Britain's stand pat approach 
[tancredismo] and its systematic “no” to any attempted 
new step in building a spectacularly Euroenthusiast plan. 
They are two opposing and equally belligerent stances: 
The baitlefield is now ready, and it is at the com- 
ing Turin meeting that the scope and depth of the re- 
form necessary to consolidate Europe's integration be- 
fore proceeding to its enlargement will be decided. 


Schengen: Spanish-Belgian Extradition Dispute 
Discussed 


BR2202163996 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT 
in Dutch 22 Feb 96 p6 


(Unattributed report: “Terrorists Extradited Faster — 
Schengen Countries Adjusting Treaty”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Hague — On Wednesday 
[21 February] in The Hague seven European countries 
which signed the Schengen Treaty on freedom of 
movement, agreed to arrest and extradite each other's 
terrorists faster. The Schengen Treaty will be adjusted 
The European Union has been asked to sharpen up the 
convention on the extradition of terrorists. 


The emergency meeting was called on the initiative of 
Spain, which is still furious about Belgium's refusal 
to extradite two Basques early February. They are sus- 
pected of having close contacts with the Basque libera- 
tion movement ETA [Basque Country and Freedom). 
The Belgian Government i.°* arrested the couple at 
Spain's request, but the judge “bade their extradition. 
Whereupon Spain decided to suspend its judicial coop- 
eration with Brussels. 


In the corridors yesterday, representatives from the 
seven Schengen countries blamed Spain for blowing 
the whok thing out of proportion because of the 
upcoming elections in Spain. They admitted, however, 
that terrcrists Can escape justice too easily by crossing 
the border. There is much fear for new bombings in 
Europe, not only by ETA, but also by the banned Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). 


On the initiative of Michiel Patijn, secretary of state for 
foreign affairs Spain and Belgium agreed to try and 
find a solution to their conflict next week. As president 
of the European Union, Italy promised to take action 
to sharpen up European legislation. In the long run, 
national legislation will be adjusted or made subordinate 
to European legislation. In the meantime some practical 


agreements will be made to step up cooperation. 


In the margin of the emergency consultations the 
quarrel over drug policy between the Netherlands and 
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France was also brought up. France refuses to drop the Netherlands. Sarmier | cooperat 

the borderchecks in protest against Netherlands’ drug helds of Justice, police and border traffic is improving 

policy. French European Affairs Minister Barnier said all the ume, though st tcnough. Patijn also referred 

he saw no difference between “the terrorism :ssue in lo the closer cooperat CG ut the Netherland 

Europe and drug-related problems is not thinking of adrusting its drug policy to the Fret 
demands. “The dis | 


Last week a mini-summit on drugs was put off because 
there was no agreement whatsoever between France anc 
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Belgium 
Belgium: Government Working to Strengthen Ties 
With Asia 


BR2102155096 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 20 Feb 96 pS 


[Report signed "SD": “Belgium Seeking Closer Contact 
With Asia — First Asia Memorandum, Then Dehaene 
Trip”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] Belgium wants to strengthen its 
tes with Asia and put an end to the fragmentation of 
Belgian people and resources on that continent. This 
was revealed by the so-cailed Asia Memorandum, which 
was presented yesterday by Prime Minister Jean-Luc 
Dehaene, Foreign Minister Erik Derycke, Foreign Trade 
Minister Philippe Maystadt, and Secreiary of State for 
Development Cooperation Reginald Moreels. i is the 
first ume that the three relevant departments afe jonning 
forces. 


On Friday [16 February) the council of ministers 
approved the general outlines of the memorandum on 
the new Asia policy. It will be further discussed with the 
regions and communities. In March the policy documzat 
will be submitted to Parliament. With the memorsazdum 
"Belgium and Asia — challenges and prospects,” the 
ministers want to draw attention to the rapid economic 
and political developments which are currently taking 
place in Asia. 


The Asia Memorandum does not come out of the blue 
On Friday [23 February] Prime Minister Dehaene wil! 
be leaving for the Far East. He will visit Singapore 
and \ ctnam before attending the Euro-Asia Summit 
[ASEM] in Bangkok on | and 2 March. “It will not 
be a flash operation with immediate tangible results, 
the prime minister hinted yesterday, but ‘rather the 
beginning of a changeover to more systematic Contacts 


Al present, Asia is the only region in the world with a 
substantia! growth. By the year 2000 Asia will account 
for more than half of the world trade. And yet, Belgium 
is sull unknown there. Although exports from the 
Belgian Economic Union rose from 224 
billion Belgian francs [BFr] in 1986 to BFr458 billion 
in 1994, we are still doing worse than our European 
competitors. In addition the diversity of our supply [of 
goods) is insufficient and mostly based on diamond 


Dehaene emphasizes that “the overture should not be 
confined to the economic aspect, although Asia would 
rather have it that way. Europe should not neglect the 
political issues. Tricky matters such as human rights and 
international labor standards, which are subordinated to 
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economic development in these countries, as well as 
political and social stability, will certainly be discussed 


> we Memorandum suggests possible actions. The dip! 
matic Corps in Asia will be extended, and the nctwork 
of honorary consuls and foreign trade consultants wl! 
be made more efficient. The diplomatic representations 
in Hanoi and Bangkok have been stepped un recently 
Tokyo and Beijing will be reinforced, and diplomatx 
representations will be opened in business centers such 
as Shanghai and Bombay 


In the commercial field, the Belgian Foreign Trade 
Service will make a study of potential growth sectors 
anj our national airport will be presented to Asian 
airlines as Europe's hub 


Netherlands 


Netherlands: Srebrenica Mayor Says Dutchbat Saw 
Massacres 

BR2102154696 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD 
in Dutch 17 Feb 96 p7 


[Report by Othon Zimmermann 
Discredited” | 


[FBIS Translated Text) Rotterdam — Netherlands biuc 
helmets actually witnessed mass executions of Muslim 
men near Dutchbat’s Potocari headquarters. This was 
stated by Osman Suljic, Srebrenica’s escaped mayor 


Dutchhat Once Again 


It is his firm belief that “the execution of more than 
100 men took place before the very cyes of Dutchhat 
soldiers. It is probably out of fear and shame that 
they failed to report the incident during the Defense 
Ministry's investigation,” Suljic suspects 


He is staying in the Netherlands for a few days, 
together with Srebrenica’s City Council Chairman Zulfo 
Salihovic and doctor Ilijaz Pilav 


After the Serbs conquered the Muslim enclave, Suljx 
and Pilav managed to reach Tuzla after a rough, six-day 
journey. Salihovic only got there after 42 days. “We are 
not here to criticize the Netherlands Government nor 
the Netherlands people. All we want, is for those who 
witnessed the fall of Srebrenica to finally speak up about 
what they saw. They were witnesses of slaughters,” the 
mayor says 


Although it is not his ntention to put all the blame for 
the fiasco in the Muslim enclave on Dutchhat and on 
Commander Karremans, he slowly lists his reproaches 
“The evacuation of women, children and elderly people 
was Carried out by the Serbs, withou® real supervision of 
the blue helmets. Dutchhat allowed able-bodied men (in 
practice often boys and old men) to be separated from 
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the evacuces, and Karremans allowed the Serbs to do 
as they pleased on the Potocari compound. They took 
along whomever they wanted. They even took injured 
people from the hospital. The Netherlanders were afraid 
of stopping them. And yet they were supposed to protect 
us on behalf ~f the United Nations.” 


Doctor Pilav adds that the Netherlanders are also 
responsible for the ceath of civilians who had been 
badly injured during the shootings prior to the enclave's 
fall. “1 had 25 injured, some of whom needed surgery 
very badly. I sent a fax to Dutchbat to ask for help. 
The request was turned down. Not by the Netherlands 
medical teams, but by the military commander. The 
doctors neve: even saw the cry for help,” he says. “The 
original document is at the Brussels office of Doctors 
Without Frontiers [Medecins Sans Frontieres).” 


Srebrenica’s mayor remembers the events before and 
after the enclave’s fall very clearly: “Things went wrong 
as carly as late May. The Bosnian Serbs took over 
the observation post [OP] Zeleny Jadar from Dutchbat 
without even striking a beat. | asked Karremans to 
recapture that OP. He said no. At that moment | began 
to have doubts about the United Nation's protection,” 
Suljic says. 


“On 6 July three shells were fired at Dutchbat's Potocari 
headquarters. It was < warning for the Netherlanders to 
show them what they were in for if they would take 
a tough stand. Karremans promised to inform “higher 
authorities.” If they ordered to react, he would do so 
Nothing happened.” 


That day Suljic asked Karremans to give back the 
weapons the Muslims had surrencered at the moment 
of the demilitarization. “You will get them back if it is 
really necessary,” Karremans said. “We never got them, 
Suljic says bitterly. 


One day later OP Bilak fell. The Serbs got hold of 
armored vehicles, weapons, and ammunition. The blue 
helmets were captured and transported to Bratunac. The 
road to Srebrenica was now open from the southeast. 


"On 8 July I met with Karremans in the Postal Adminis- 
tration building. The entire enclave and Dutchbat's OPs 
were under fire. ‘How can I protect you, if I cannot even 
protect my own people,’ he said on that occasion,” Suljic 
recalls. 


When UN monitors (UNMOs) decided to leave Sre- 
brenica that day because they felt “unsafe” there, the 
mayor knew he had very little to expect from the United 
Nations. That feeling wa: intensified by the blatant ab- 
sence of representatives from the Red Cross or from 
the UNHCR [United Nations High Commissioner for 


BENELUX 


in 


Refugees}. “ii was clear tial nobody wanted to witness 
the forthcoming massacre, Suljic suspects 


On the evening of 10 July the city council and our 
military command called an emergency mecting. We 
decided we would fight to the bitter end. Karremans 
— who had been absent for a few days — came back 
shortly after midnight. He begged us not to fight back 
because this would jeopardize the blue helmets 


NATO's Air Force would do the job.” he promised 
He said that he had good news and bad news. The goad 
news was that NATO had presented the Serbs with an 
ultimatum, asking them to sup the attacks by 0600 new 
morning and to withdraw from the enclave which had 
been proclaimed a ‘safe area: by NATO. General Smuth 
would personally supervise the withdrawal 


“The bad news was that the Serbs might ignore the 
ulumatum, in which case NATO fighter plcenes would 
attack. Karremans opened a survey map and showed 
the area where the Serbs were advancing, and which 
had beer proclaimed a ‘death zone’ by NATO. | usked 
him bluntly whether he really believed in the threat. He 
answered affirmatively 


Early next morning the Muslims regained hope when 
two British officers arrivec. They had to pinpoint the 
targets for the airplanes. The attack was never to take 
place. Ai 0700 it was clear that the Serbs did not bother 
about anything and had launched the final attack. People 
started panicking and by 1400, the population ficd 
massively to Potocari. The blue helmets also withdrew 
to thei headquarters 


Two NATO planes appeared aduve the enclave 45 
minutes later. “The F-16s attacked twice. But it did not 
amount to anything. Srebrenica had fallen,” Salihovic 
says in a reproaching tone. The able-bodied men had left 
to the west of the enclave, and had started their infernal 
journey to government territory near Tuzla. Women 
and children, but also many men, so the mayor claims, 
sought refuge at Dutchbat’s Potocari headquarters. On 
Major Franken's list 392 of the men were registered 
“There is no trace of anyone appearing on that list, 
although it was intended as a safety guaranice,” Su!) 
sighs. “This also goes for the estimated 3,000 men who 
fled to Potocari. They were captured, and we fear that 
most of them were murdered and disappeared in mass 
graves. Our question, and also that of the women (rom 
Srebrenica who have been living in uncertainty ever 
since, is the following: Where are trcse men? Sutely 
Dutchbat and Karremans musi also wonder,” Suljic says 


in despair 


Suljic, Salihovic and Pilav hope to have meetings with 
people from the Forcign and Defense Ministries in 
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the Netherlands. In their view the Netherlands is co- 
responsible for the tragedy. For this reason they are 
asking for help for the 8,000 refugees who have been 
sheltered in primitive conditions in refugee camps ncar 
Tuzla. They are hoping for economic support, maybe 
investments, especially to create jobs for the women 
They are also asking for medical assistance for the 
wounded refugees. However, a more symbolic “city 
bond” between a Netheriancs cay and Srebrenica also 


appeals to Wem 
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The future? The three Bosnians are unanimous. “The 
Dayton Peace Agreement promises everyone's return 
to his aative land. This also applics to the Seris 
However, all war criminals must be prosecuted, and 
a real Gemocracy should be established. We are pong 
back in spite of all horr +s and the weeping carth. As 
& matic: of principic. Home is where you were dorm 
Srebrenica is ours 
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UK: UUP Presents Northern Ireland Chamber Plan 


LD2102141096 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1239 GMT 21 Feb % 


[By lan Graham) 


[PBIS Transcribed Text] A Northern Ircland chamber 
with 90 members elected by proporuonal representavon 
was today proposed by the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 


The chamber would draw up reports on the three-way 
relationships between Northern Ireland, London and 
Dublin and was presented to prime minister John Major 
at Downing Sweet yesterday. 


Significantly, the unionists showed a willingness to 
travel to Dublin to take evidence, with the document 
Stating tha: the body “shall be empowered to receive 
representations outside the United Kingdom’. 

The party wants the Government to have the body in 
operation by May or June this year, believing that their 
election plan is the only method of proceeding to full- 
scale, all-party negotiations on the future of Northern 
Ireland. 


The unionists stressed they were not calling for electsons 
“ss & mere exercise in head-counting’, nor to establish 


instituuons of government. 


"We are calling for elections in order to establish, 
on behalf of those who seek to engage in all-party 
talks, a mandate based on subscription to democratic 


procedure,” said the party in its proposal. 

"In order for the parties to come to the negotiating table 
with a willingness and a positive expectation of reaching 
agreement, they must be confident that all are there on 
an equal basis, with no possibility of turning back to the 
bad old ways of the last 25 years,” the party added 


They said the breaking of the IRA ceasefire added 
weight to their argument that in the absence of prior 


secking to 
influence the future of Northern Ireland must be firmly 
established © 

During the 17-month ceasefire, Sinn Fein and the 
IRA only went through the motions of subscribing to 
the particulars of a peaceful resolution and avoided 
the central condition - “the complete renunciation of 
violence to achieve political ends.” 


The unionists added: “The bomb in Docklands which 
broke the ceasefire proved the truth of that. We must 


f 
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“We cannot allow the sham which passed for a peace 
process in the last 17 months to happea agan 


Sinn Fein rejected the Uniomst proposals and restated 


ihe party's “implacable opposition to the clection propo- 
siuon 


Chairman Mitchel McLaughlin said the clection plan 
was divisive and offered no prospect of finding agrec- 
ment and a permanent negouated sctliement 


“The UUP proposals amount effectively to the applica- 
von of the unionist veto backed by John Major. The 
unionists COntiNUC LO Pursuc 4 HalTOW sectarian agenda. 
the greatest single failure of which has been their re- 
fusal to talk,” he said 


Unionist leader David Trimble necded to face the 
fact that “nationalists will not tolerate an internal 
settlement . he said and added: “There is a democr#ic 
imperative but it is not one based on a unionist ideology 
which interprets democracy solely im terms of its own 
self-interest and the cxclusion of all others” 


UK: Sian Fein Calls Unionist Proposal ‘Stall, 
Device’ 

MS$2202112296 (internet) Sinn Fein WWW in English 
21 Feb 


{Sinn Fein Press Release 21 Feb: “Election Proposal wil! 
Harden Positions) 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Sinn Fein Vice President Pat 
Doherty speaking today in Belfast described the mnionist 
election proposal as “clearly another stalling device, 
designed to push back all-party talks. Elections with 
their inherent hardening of positions are the worst 
possible context in which to begin a serious search for 


. 
Mr. Doherty added: “The Sinn Fein leadership, which, 
at great risk, helped to build the peace process is being 
shut out of democratic politics while the unonists who 


abused and blocked the path to democratic negotiations 
throughout are rewarded with their Stormont clections ~ 


Pull text of Mr. Doherty's remarks: “The absence of 
democrauc negouations, despite the commitments given 
by the two governments prior to Ue IRA cessation, and 
since, most notably in th: November Communique, led 
to the collapse of the peace process 


“The demand for inclusive negotiations as the means to 
an agreed peace settlement is hardly an unreasonable 
one. it is a Gemand which is shared by the vast majority 
of people on tus island and by the majority of thr 
British people also. The British refusal to respond to the 
democratic imperative of negotiations and the rejection 
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of the popular Gemand for talks to teyun was the rock 
on which the IRA cessation finally broke 


“All party talks should sow te convened withou 
preconditons, with an open agenda and within an agreed 
umeframe 


“The introduction of sew preconditions or the adaption 
of those already outhned by the Briush would worsen 
an aiready bad situation. The proposal for clections im 
the north is clearly anovher stalling device, designed to 
push back all-party talks. Elections with thew inherent 
hardening of positions are the worst possible context in 
which to begin a serious search for agreemeni. Elections 
have an obvious part to play in comsolidaung and 
democratising an agreement, bul they should come as a 
product of, not as 4 precondition to negotiations 


"But inherent in the clection proposal, also, is the 
implication that the negotiations would be confined to 
the north, exclude the Irish government. would be based 
Of 4 UNIONIS! Majority, subject to a unonist veto, would 
@sempower nationalists and cicarly imply an attempt at 
af internal setUiement. 


‘Can anyone seriously expect Sinn Fein voters to 
view another cisction with anything other than total 
cynicism. For the last fourteen years the votes of the 
Sinn Fein electorate have been ignored and Sinn Fein 
representatives have been locked out of the political 


process Gespite the integrity of our clectoral mandate 
achieved in election after clection after clection 


“Over a period of seventy five years clections within 
the Six County context were blatently abused to oppress 
nationalists and to consolidate unionist domination and 
power. it is rather bizarre to hear the leadership of 
unionism extolling the virtues of democracy in the 
context of a gerrymandered statelet built on inequality, 


Oppression, injustice and discrimination 


"If there is to be any confidence engendered in the via- 
bility of political and democratic change there must be 
an adherence to the democratic principles of inclusion 
and dialogue. How, indeod, can anyone, including the 
Irish government argue for an inclusive talks process 
when they are already excluding Sinn Fein from the 
democratic process. 


“Clearly, the difficulties which we face are already 
immense. They will be all the more so if people join 
with the British and the unionists in locking Sinn Fein 
and our electorate out of the democratic dialogue to 
which we, and our clectoratc, have a democratic right 
The Sinn Fein leadership which, at great risk, helped to 
build the peace process is being shut out of democratic 
politics while the unionists who abused and Diocked the 
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path to demoacratx scgotuabons throughout are rewarded 
with thea Stormont clecuons 


Confidence in Gemoctatic politics can only te secured 
through an inclusive viabic political process. Thal must 
be our collective obective 


UK: Unionist State Conditions for Sinn Fein 
Participation 

MS22020900%6 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 22 Feb % p 9 


[Report by Philip Johnston: “Unionists Set Oc: Plam 
For Elected Peace Convention’ | 


[PBIS Transcribed Teat) Ulster Unionists yesterday set 
out the price Sinn Fem must pay if ut is to be allowed 
to joan all-party talks on the future of Northern irciand 


it must submut to an clectica, subscribe to the principles 
of non-violence sct owt in the Mitchell Repon and 
give a commitment to peaceful political methods. The 
IRA would have to rewetate its ceasefire and agree i 
advance to a umetable for disarmament 


Only by accepting these “basic rules of engagement 
would any party hold the pass“ort to negotiations, says 
an Ulster Unonist paper scting oul premosals for an 
clected ‘peace conventor. m the province 


The blueprint was rejected by Simm Fein within hours of 
its publication. Mitchel McLaughlin, the party chairman, 
said the plan was divisive and oifered no prospect of a 
permanent setuiement 


The unionists continue to pursue a fatrow sectarian 
agenda, the greatest single failure of which has been 
their refusal to talk,” he said 


Next week, John Major and John Bruton, the Irish prime 
minister, are expected to meet in London to agree an 
clected body as part of a package thal may also involve 
a referendum and the Bosnia-style prounmity talks 
favoured by Dublin 


A summit could take place on Tuesday or Wednesday 
before Mr Major leaves for the Par East 


The Ulster Unionists said that establishing the demo- 
cratic bona fides of would-he republican negotiators was 
more important than ever following the end of the IRA 
ceasefire 


We must establish clearly in future that Sina Fein/IRA 
is honourable in its political intentions,” the party said 
in a paper The Democratic Imperative 


“We cannot allow the sham which passed for a peace 
process in the last 17 months to happen again 
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The Unionists want a body of 90 members elected by 
proporbomal representabon from the 18 conststucaces 
in the province. kt would be set up by statute and would 
st for the first ime in May or June 


its function would be to prepare a report for the North- 
ern ireland Secretary “on proposals for the future gov- 
caance of the province and the relationshups between 
all constitutional units in the British Isles 


Ministers and officials from the ‘sh Republi would 
be invited to make representations and final recommen- 
dations could be pul to the people of Northern ircland 
in a referendum 


We ae not calling for clectons a5 a mere exercise 
in head- counting of to establish institutions of gover- 
nance,” said the paper 


We we calling for clections in order to cstablish, 
on Dehalf of those who seek to engage in all-paty 
talks, a mandate based on subscription to democratic 
procedure 


UK: Loyalists Threaten Reprisal: Against 
Nationalists 

MS2202091296 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 22 Feb p?7 


[Report by Jimmy Burns in London and John Murray- 
Brown in Dublin: “Ulster Loyalists Threaten Anti- 
Nationalist Reprisals’ | 


[PBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Hardline members of hoyal- 
ist paramilitary groups want to strike against nationalist 
targets in Northern Ireland and the irish Republic in 
response to any escalation of the IRA’s terrorist cam 


paign, « emerged last night 


The warning followed a secretive meeting earlier this 
week of the Combined Loyalist Military Command 
which coordinates policy and strategy for the Ulster 
Freedom Pighters and the Ulster Volunteer Force 


lt is being taken seriously by security officials. Although 
the loyalist paramilitaries do not have the military 
strength of the IRA, they have the capacity to strike 
against individuals and cary out small-scale bomb 
attacks capable of destabilising the political situation 


A majority view within the command is thought to 
favour holding to their current ceasefire in the absence 
of any further IRA attack. The leadership feels that the 
recent spate of bombings has resulted already in a tg 


propaganda set-back for the republican cause [passage 
ormtted | 


UNITED KINGDOM 


UK: Trimble Defends Talks ‘sith Loyalists 


MS2202/1320%6 Bellas IRISH NEWS in English 
22 Feb 


[Report by Wiluara Graham. moorporating imtcrvice 
wit David Trimble, kcader Ulster Unions Panty, UUP 
Gate anc place not given: recerved via Interact) 


(PBIS Tramcribed Text] David Trimble last night 
acinowledged a Geparture from patty policy in decoding 
now to meet the UDP [Ulster Democratic party!) and 
PUP [Progressive Uniomst Party] — but said this was 
being done to urge them to try to prevent loyalist 
violence 


Last Priday the UUP leader met the Progressive Union 
ist Party and later this week will have discussions woth 
the Ulster Democratic Party 


While Sinn Fem and the SOLF [Social Democrat 
Labour Party] welcomed Mr Trimbic’s decision to moet 
the loyalist partes, they said this called into question his 
refusal io talk to repodicams during "he IRA ceasefire 


Mr Trimble told the irish News that there had been “a 
change i circumstances whech was the ‘renewal of the 
IRA tevrorist campaigr 


He sad. Our very deep concern is tha! there should be 
no freachon from the loyalist paramulttaries 


The UUP leater said that while there was an open 
apenda for these meetings with the PUP and UDP ‘a 
very strong factor m my mind is to urge on them to try 
\o prevent any loyalist violence 


| would acknowledge that this is a departure from what 

we were doing and our position vis-a-vis the political 
process hefore. But I don't sce what we are doing as 
being in conflict with that,” Mr Trimble said 


SDLP chairman Jonathan Stephenson said that he 
thought i was an encouraging development that Mr 
Trimble was talking to the PUP and UDP but it was a 
pity it has taken so long to happen 


ht is just a pity Mr Trimble did not realize sooner 
the benefits to be gained from direct conmtat with 
parties close to paramilitary thinking. In the event of 
a future IRA ceasefire, which we all hope and pray for 
1 trust that Mr Trimble will also recognise the urgent 
need to talk directly to the IRA's political allies,” Mr 


Stephenson said 


Sinn Fein sources said the UUP leader had undermined 
his reasons for not talking to the party during the IRA 
ceasefire 
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Meanwhile, there still appears to be difficult problems 
over setting an agenda for a meeting between Mr 
Trimble and Tanaiste Dick Spring. 


Mr Trimble and Mr Spring have been exchanging letters 
about an agenda and the timing of such a meeting. 


But Mr Trimble said that Mr Spring's “agenda causes 
difficulties for me.” 


The Ulster Unionist leader has indicated that they have 
from now until next Wednesday to try to sort out 
agenda difficulties. This is the date being pencilled in 
for the Bruton/Major summit and Mr Trimble wants his 
meeting with Mr Spring to take place on the same day. 


UK: London Says Adams Visa U.S. ‘Matter’ 


LD2202132496 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1215 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[By Sarah Womack] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Downing Street insisted today 
it was a “matter for ihe American Government” whether 
a visa for Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams to visit the 
United States for a St Patrick's Day parade next month 
was renewed. 


A Number Ten spokesman said he was “not prepared 
to confirm or deny” that urgent talks had taken place 
between Downing Street and the White House. 


Pressed on whether representations to the Clinton Ad- 
ministration had been made at embassy level, the 
spokesman said: “What comprises our discussions with 
the American Government is for us.” 


He added: “They (the US) are very clearly aware of our 
views, and that the ceasefire had broken, and no doubt 
they are considering the matter.” 


Mr Adams hopes to arrive in New York on March 12, 
a day after President Clinton visits the city to receive 
a “man of the year” award from an Irish-American 
magazine for his much acclaimed visit to Belfast. 
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The State Department said last night that the United 
States was consider'ng whether to continue letting Sinn 
Fein raise funds in the county. 


“It's under review,” said spokesman Nicholas Burns. 


Both the visa and the permission to raise cash have been 
thrown into question by the ending of the IRA ceasefire. 
Washington has strongly condemned both recent bomb 
attacks in London. 


Officials on both sides of the Atlantic fear that granting 
a mew visa to Mr Adams might appear to condone 
terrorism. 


Sinn Fein raises funds in the United States through 
a non-profit- making corporation known as Friends 
of Sinn Fein, which is registered with the Justice 
Department as a foreign agent. 


"As to whethe- or not the United States will permit this 
action to continue, | think that very much depends on 
our continued analysis and review of events in Northern 
Ireland,” Mr Burns said. 


On previous visits, Mr Adams is said to have picked up 
at least 1.25 million dollars (about #825,000) for Sinn 
Fein. 


Downing Street said a summit meeting between the 
British and Irish Prime Ministers should take place by 


the end of February. 


A spokesman said: “I don’t think it is going to be 
possible this week. We are going to have to look a bit 
further into February.” 


He added that Dublin and London were “working 
very hard together", adding: “I think we are making 
progress’. 


Mr Major leaves for the Far East on Wednesday 
evening, returning a week later. 
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Germany: Article Discusses Kohil’s Relations With 
Yeltsin 


AU2102132496 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 21 Feb 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by “C.G": "Kohl Continues to Rely on Yeltsin's 
Reform Politics and Considers Solidarity Aid Neces- 
sary”) 

([FBIS Translated Text] At the conclusion of his 


Said Kohl: “If another candidate wins, he may have 


From his Moscow talks, Kohl concluded that relations 
between the two countries have developed “very well.” 
"We can look to the future with some measure of 
confidence,” he said. On the other hand, the chancellor 
chided the habit of giving Russia armchair advice 
“with stupid western arrogance.” He said: “Russia 
deserves respectful treatment. It must be able to rely 
on Germany.” Kohl described suggestions that Russi 

no longer be supported because there is nothing 
there as “irresponsible, if not downright 
id.” He said: “Within our modest capabilities, it is 
natural thing in the world to offer Russia help 
it can help itself." He admitted that he does 
if success is guaranteed. “But if we fail to 
ty and help now, developments will take a 
.” Kohl said that “as Germans, we want 
Russia as a liberal, democratic, and legitimate 
part of Europe and as a neighbor with economic and 
social stability.” That is something in which Germany 
is Vitaliy interested, he sai. 
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development, 
whereby the presidential elections were also dwelt upon. 
For Germany, he said, it is important tha. Yeltsin is 
a person “who has shown himself to be absolutely 
reliable.” He mentioned as an example the timely pullout 
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of Russian oops from Germany. He said he does not 
forget acts of kindness. Although Kohli said he did not 
wish to comment on the election chances of individual 
candidates, he referred to Yeltsin when he said that from 
the German and European angie, “Russia's opening to 
the world” if of great importance, just as important 
as the continuation of the reforms in society and the 
siate. “There is a difference between allowing oneself 
in Russia te be dominated by the old thinking, and being 
considered by others as a part of the world,” he said. 


Kohl said he has not changed his opinion about NATO's 
castward expansion and the relationship with Russia. 
“One has to consider the views of both sides and 
reach a sensible rapprochement,” he said. Kohl criticized 
remarks made during the American election campaign 
which caused heated reactions in Russia. “One should let 
these matters rest, so that they can be calmly discussed 
after the elections,” he said. Differences of opinion with 
Moscow still exist, Kohl noted. He said that he stated the 
German viewpoint whereby countries themselves should 
decide whether or not to join NATO; there is no right 
of veto here. “An expansion of NATO is aimed against 
no one,” he said. This expansion must include a closer 
system of cooperation with our Russian neighbors and 
friends, he added. 


Kohli descrited as clever Yeltsin's following remark: “I 
need not rerun for president unless the Chechen conflict 
has been resolved first.” The next few weeks might shed 
new light on developments. Kohl said that Germany 
encouraged the IMF, 7 percent of whose funds come 
from Germany, to arrange $9 billion worth of credit 
for Russia for 1996 to 1998. German investments have 
been suffering because of a lack of domestic security in 
Russia. 


With Prime Minister Chernomyrdin, Kohl discussed 
assistance for the training of crafismen. He said that 
because of the election campaign, he did not impose on 
the Russian leadership Germany's wish to receive back 
objets d'art, but said he would keep this wish in mind. 
“The Federal Government will get back to this topic 
at the appropriate time,” he said. On Tuesday, Kohl 
also discussed with Selesnyev and Stroyev, chairmen 
of tha State Duma and Federative Council respectively, 
the situation with the parliamentary process in Russia. 
On Wednesday, after a meeting with Sobchak, mayor 
of St. Petersburg, Koh! will pay a visit to the “October” 
railroad carriage plant, an example of a German-Russian 
joimt venture. 
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Germany: Relations With Netherlands Viewed 


AU2002120596 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 19 Feb 96 p 5 


[Article by Michael Stabenow: “Irritations Are a Thing 
of the Past”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] Vaals, 18 February — When 
politicians or diplomats of different origin publicly com- 
ment on an issue, one rarely hears disagreements. The 
tules of occasionally misunderstood propriety make it 
seem desirable to cover up differences with hollow or 
fine-sounding phrases. Along with the increasing efforts 
to achieve more relevance to the citizens and irans- 
parency in European policy, it has become fashion- 
able to speak one’s mind at conferences with partici- 
dia. In addition to the traditional Anglo-German confer- 
ences in Koenigswinter and the regular Franco-German 
meetings, since 1995 there has been a corresponding 
German-Dutch forum; the second such meeting has just 
taken place in Vaals, in the Limburg region, west of 
Aachen. It was organized by the Dutch Atlantic Com- 
mittee, the Clingendael Institute in The Hague, the Ger- 
man Foreign Policy Society, and the Foundation for Sci- 


Anyone who was expecting that there would be rows at 
this semi-public conference — quotes by name are gen- 
erally unwanted — was disappointed in Vaals. Differ- 
ences did not emerge between the different nationalities 
but within the Dutch and the German groups of partic- 
ipants. The discussion about the prospects of the gov- 
ernment conference for reviewing the Maastricht Treaty, 
which begins in Turin at the end of March, confirmed 
the impression — which developed during Chanceilor 
Kohl's most recent visit to the Netherlands — that irri- 
tations between Bonn and The Hague are now a thing 
of the past. The earlier disagreements over German po- 
sitions on the conflict in the former Yugoslavia were as 
little mentioned as Kohl's role in blocking the appoint- 
ment of former Dutch head of government Lubbers as 
EU Commission president in 1994. What seems remark- 
able is the fact that the Dutch participants spoke almost 
exclusively German with their guests in Vaais. 


In terms of European policy, too, understanding between 
The Hague and Bonn could hardly be better. This ap- 
plies to the commitment to the development of the fed- 
eral state but also to the vital role attributed to Economic 
and Monetary Union for Europe's political development 
and the acceptance of Central and East European coun- 
tries in the EU. The wish lists for the government con- 
ference are almost identical: These include strengthen- 
ing the rights of the European Parliament, more effec- 
tive decisionmaking mechanisms in the Common For- 
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eign and Security Policy (CFSP), and making large parts 
of so far bilateral cooperation in interior and legal pol- 
icy the task of the community. 


Dutch Foreign Minister van Mierlo said that after a 
period of personal doubt it is now clear to him that 
for the Netherlands, too, the future lies in a federative 
Europe. The bilateral course favored by France and 
Britain is leading to a “consensus Europe” on the lowest 
common denominator. For smaller countries like the 
Netherlands, the federal system provides a chance to 
exert some influence. Van Mierlo called on the Germans 
to stick to the federal line. “If you stop doing that, 
Europe will be dead,” the foreign minister said. 


Not Too Much Modesty 


Comments by Dutch participants showed that they have 
an equivocal attitude regarding the priority that Ger- 
many gives relations with France in European policy: 
On the one hand, they accept the view that nothing 
works in European policy without cooperation between 
Bonn and Paris. However, one diplomat complained that 
there are hardly any examples of important European 
policy initiatives that have not been exclusively agreed 
between Bonn and Paris. On the other hand, in Vaals 
one could hear the wish that Bonn not be too modest 
about the community's interest or about stronger demo- 
cratic control and relevance to the citizens. “Germany 
is too big now always to be in balance with France on 
cooperation issucs,” one participant said. One diplomat 
put it even more dramatically: “Germany should play a 
leading role in a united Europe to prevent itself from 
being forced to play a leading role in a disorganized 


State Secretary von Ploetz of the Foreign Ministry did 
not want to venture on this delicate diplomatic ground 
in Vaals. He affirmed the historically founded iterest 
in having Paris and Bonn act jointly in European policy. 
Al the same ume, however, he supported the federalist 
model. 


In contrast, von Ploetz was quite frank when he linked 
together monetary union, the government conference, 
and enlargement. “Our governments must guarantee 
security for the citizens both internally and toward 
the outside,” he said, describing the most pressing 
challerges. Asked about the costs of the accession of 
Centrul and East European countries, which is called 
“preventive crisis management,” von Ploetz cited the 
need to save costs in the EU's agricultural and structural 
policy. It is necessary to counter the misunderstanding in 
public that thrift policy and unemployment! are a direct 
consequence of the stability criteria for Economic and 
Monetary Union. Rather, the fact is that the European 
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single market and the planned monetary union are 
a protective framework for the reform of the social 
welfare state in Europe, which is essential in any case. 
Von Ploetz pointed to polls showing that the approval 
of monetary union among German managers has risen 
from 61 to 77 percent since 1994. 


Van Mierlo regards the fate of monetary union, which 
is not officially an item on the agenda of the govern- 
ment conference, as the decisive issue: “It is the mo- 
ment of truth that will decide whether the EU moves in 
the direction of further integration or away from it. The 
Hague and Bonn are as one in this basic awareness.” To 
general surprise, the minister called for EU enlargement 
to be linked with previous deepening. This was coun- 
tered by an EU-experienced diplomat when he told the 
minister that the expected British obstructionist attitude 
at the government conference would ultimately prevent 
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any presentable results. “1 am almost sure thal no gov- 
ernment will veto enlargement — with all consequences 
that this will have for the way the EU will function.” 


In Vaals, which is 25 km from Maastricht, the prospects 
for a core Europe were discussed only superficially. 
However, Van Mierlo did not want to be accused of 
pursing an “ostrich policy.” There are signs that the issue 
of Europe may also have a positive effect on the British 
election campaign and might have a positive influence 
on London's attitude to the government conference. 
Perhaps, while saying this, the minister also thought 
of the statement by Walter Hallstein, the first president 
of the Commission of the then European Economic 
Community, which he quoted in his introductory speech: 
“Anyone who does not believe in miracles in European 
matters is not a realist.” 
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France: Confidential Document on Paris IGC Policy 


BR2202123696 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
20 Feb 95 p6 


(Unattributed report: “Europe: The Confidential Text 
Setting Out French Approach”) 
(FBIS Translated Text] 


L. Priority Objectives for France 


Our priorities should be focused on a few simple goals 
which correspond to the expectations of public opinion 
and of the national parliaments, and which serve as 
a response to concerns that the institutions should be 
more efficient, more democratic, better suited to their 
mission, and better able to assess and resolve the specific 
problems of our fellow citizens. 


Such goals could include the following: better applying 
the principle of subsidiarity; better including the na- 
tional parliaments in the construction of Europe; mak- 
ing the institutions more efficient; giving weight to the 
Common Foreign and Security Policy [CFSP]; and re- 
sponding to the hopes for security expressed by our fel- 
low citizens by enhancing the action taken by Europe 
in the area of internal security and justice. 


IL. Proposals 


If we are to be realistic then we must maintain, one 
way or another, the distinction between the three main 
domains of cooperation which already exist and which 
are known as the “three pillars:" Community issues; the 
CFSP; and the domain of internal affairs and justice. 
While the differences in legal systems among these three 
areas correspond to one reality, this does not rule out 
the possibility that different evolutionary tacks may be 
taken by the institutions depending on the issue at hand. 


The Conference [IGC] may not reopen the issue of 
Economic and Monetary Union or rediscuss common 
policies. 

Under these conditions, the following proposals may be 
submitted. 


First, the weighting of votes in the Council should be 
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the requirement for consensus is all too often used 
as a tool to block progress. Naturally, member states 
can still invoke — if necessary — the existence of a 
very important national interest justifying its request to 
postpone the vote and to Continue negotiations (cf. the 
Luxembourg compromise). 


b) In the Community system, the initiative lies with 
the Commission. With successive enlargements and the 
increase in the number of commissioners, Commission 
decisions may become increasingly more difficult to 
make on a collegial basis. This situation will have 
an impact on the entire Community decisionmaking 
process. 


If we wish to endow the Commission's initiative-taking 
and decisionmaking capability with its full force then 
the number of people involved will have to be reduced. 


In addition, reducing the number of commissioners will 
facilitate the return to broad consistency and greater 
discipline within the Commission. This development 
should be bolstered by stipulating that specific and 
imperative mandates should be systematically given to 
the Commission so that it can better define its role 
in applying the guidelines set out by the Council. 
Thus, the Comrnission would no longer be tempted 
— as is too often the Case al present — to exceed 
the sometimes overly generous negotiation mandates 
given it by the Council. On the contrary, it would be 
bound to reappear before the Council when it reaches 
a point where it cannot Continue negotiations with third 
countries without stepping over its mandate. 


c) Where the European Parliament is concerned, the leg- 
islative procedure should be simplified without changing 
the current balance of powers between the Council and 
the Parliament. 


Moreover, the idea has been expressed of putting a 
ceiling on the number of members of Parliament in view 
of a greatly enlarged Union. If necessary, this reform 
would be carried out in liaison with the implementation 
of the plan to install a uniform election procedure — a 
plan which so far has always been postponed. 


Steps will also have to be taken to ensure compliance 
with the decision of 1992 regarding the place of work 
of the European Parliament. This decision states that the 
European Parliament's plenary sessions are to be held 
in Strasbourg. 


d) Finally, full account should be taken of the demands 
of public opinion and of national parliaments, which, 
in the face of an overly persnickety Europe, want 
more stringent and better c ;ganized compliance with the 
principle of subsidiarity. 
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In order to implement this approach, it would be desir- 
able to create a body bringing together representatives 
of the national parliaments. This body would be respon- 
sible for defending the principle of subsidiarity. This 
principle means that, when a subject is dealt with at na- 
tional level, there is no reason to transfer it to Commu- 
nity level. The national parliaments are the best judges 
of this. 


This proposed arrangement of a High Parliamentary 
Council, comprising for instance two representatives 
from each member state could be implemented on the 
basis of the institutionalization of the Conference of 
Bodies Specializing in Community Affairs, which since 
1988 has met half-yearly with the relevant committees 
in the national parliaments and representatives of the 
curopean Parliament. 

2. Second Pillar 


In the area of the CFSP, which is not the province of the 


Community but of intergovernmental cooperation, it is 


important to plug a number of gaps which are hindering 
the Union. 


a) The current system of half-yearly rotation of the 
presidency has the end effect of depriving the Union 
of the strong image it needs to assert itself on the 
international stage. 


To give the Union a face, the following approach seems 
necessary: Create the post of senior representative of the 
Union for a term of several years (three years or five 
years) to represent the Union in the area o° CFSP. 


Appointed by the European Council, the holder of this 
post would be charged with carrying out all tasks given 
to him by the European Council or the Cuuncil of 
Moreover, to consolidate the position of the senior rep- 
resentative and, more generally speaking, to facilitate 
the emergence of the Union's positions, the necessary 
resources must be made available to this person, en- 
abling him to submit suitable proposals to the member 
states. The secretariat general of the Council could be 
bolstered to this end. 

b) It will be essential to clarify the distribution of 
tasks between the CPSP and the Community's foreign 
relations, ic., the link between the coordination of 
foreign policies in intergovernmental mode, on the one 
hand, and the external aspect of common policies, on 
the other. 


c) Finally, the IGC will have to provide an opportunity 
to set out the prospects for defining a common defense 
policy in liaison with the work done within the Western 
European Union [WEU] on this subject. 
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Proposals will have to be made in three areas: setting 
out the ways and means governing the WEU's subordi- 
natior *» the EU; setting out a decisionmaking method 
specilic tO security issues, $0 as not to paralyze the 
Council; and developing the WEU's operational capaci- 
ues (Command, satellites, armament) by introducing the 
necessary flexibility to allow certain member states to 
unite in more advanced Cooperative ventures. 


3. Third Pillar 


Cooperation in the area of internal affairs and justice is 
essential because it touches on the everyday concerns of 
our fellow citizens (crime, drugs, terrorism, etc.). This 
cooperation actually covers three categories of activity 
which should be distinguished individually. 


For asylum and immigration issues, provisions are 
already planned to enable the establishment of ties with 
the Community sphere. This should be discussed, albeit 
taking the necessary precautions. 


Where police cooperation is concerned, the current 
Situation — namely intergovernmental cooperation and 
not Community cooperation — seems most in line with 
the rule of law state and the positions of the member 
States. 


That leaves judicial cooperation, to which certain im- 
provements should be made. Three proposals in partic- 
ular should be examined in order to stimulate the clos- 
ening of member states’ civil and penal legislation. 


a) The Commission's ability to make proposals — an 
ability which is'’ backbone of the first pillar — could 
be introduced in the third pillar, in the knowledge that 
it would act in conjunction with the member states. 


b) National parliaments could become involved in 
the actual drafting of texts. In particular, the above- 
mentioned High Parliamentary Council could be in- 
cluded in the preparation of the texts involving civil or 
penal law so as to allow the national parliaments to have 
their say, in detail, on each of the planned provisions, 
whereas al present they can only give their opinion en 
masse via intervention which is limited to the ratifica- 
tion procedure. 


c) Lastly, there should be discussion of the entry into 
force of texts without waiting for the submission of 
ratification by all the member states. This arrangement 
has a place in conventional international law. 


4. General Clause on Enhanced Cooperation 


One of the aims of the IGC is to prepare the EU 
for its future enlargement and to adapt the current 
institutions to this goal. Consequently, a general clause 
should be introduced into the treaties which would allow 
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those states which have the desire and the capability 
to do so to Gevelop enhanced relations among cach 
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wich, once they have teen approved by eC Courcil, 
would be considered to be ratified by the EU. This 


arrsngement would have the advantage of introducing 
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to 
their main concerns, namely employment, peace, the 
environment, and security. 


France: Juppe Stresses Political Dimension of EMU 


BR2102153896 Paris LES ECHOS in French 
2] Feb 9% p3 
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weakening of the EU or that caused in the future Wy the 
likely enlargement to some 27 mu:mbers. 

This stress laid on the political ditnension will come as 
no surprise in Suropes circles. However, Alain Juppe 
was careful not to take his remarks further and speak 
to Parliament of, for example, closer integration or 
shared sovereignty. Perhaps this aspect will be examined 
during the debate on 13 March on the Intergovernmental 
Conference. In any event, the prime minister stressed 
the great ‘afluence that could be brought to bear by the 
French-German pairing to make EMU a success. He 
even declared that the future of this pairing is at stake. 


"We Cannot Fail” 


On the foundations of this political base, Alain Juppe 
then launched into the economic need of the single cur- 
rency. The fundamental equation is as follows: “Mon- 
ctary stability equs’s lower interest rates equals regular 
growth equals potential job creation.” For his part, Jean 
Arthuis pointed out that the single currency should be- 
come a reserve currency: “It will be an instrument for 
fighting relocations and only the speculators will have 
to pay.” 


He expiained to the deputies the main guidelines of 


2002 when the citizens will be able to cash in their 
different notes and coins for euros. By the time June 


declared: “It is a complex relationship that has to be 
set up with the citizen and we cannot fail in the process 
of adapting to the euro.” 


However, the principal fate of EMU will be decided 
in the coming months and will revolve around three 
issues. The first concerns the public deficits. The tactic 
of the government team is to refuse to contemplate 
any possible failure and to refuse to bank on a re- 
appreciation of the criteria when the time 

assess the switch at the beginning of 1998: “We 

not ask for the indulgence of the jury in advance,” the 
economy minister advised. 


Fifteen. In particular, this supposes that the British will 
be in agreement, and that is far from certain. Moreover, 
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the prime minister's office demande), with Italy in 
mind, that a penalty system should be introduced for 
the devaluing countries. In fact, making the structural 
funds conditional on this anid paying aid (to Rome, for 
example) in the devalued currency rather than in ecus. 
Paris is awaiting some sign from the Commission on 
this point. 

The third issue concerns the notion of stability, bud- 
getary stability in particular. However, the government 
nas yet to play all its cards on this subject. This is one of 
the key points of French-German negotiations in push- 
ing through to the single currency. Finally, where re- 
lations be:ween the future European Central Bank and 
political power are concerned, the minister was happy 
simply to speak of “a balanced and demanding relation- 
ship.” In actual fact, it is will be up to the Council of 
Ministers to impose its will. While all the major players 
still have to fall into line, for the first time yesterday 
we wee able to see that a significant “hard core” of 
deputies were altentive to the government's statement 
on EMU. 


France: U.S. Seen “Changing Its Position’ on WEU 
Role 


BR2202153496 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 22 Feb 96 p 3%6 


[Article by Eric Revel: "NATO: Washington No Longer 
Rules Out Buropean Pillar") 


(FBIS Translated Text) In a press release issued yester- 


may be interpreted in a different way. In Paris they are 
trying to analyze the terms of Washington's text and 
in particular the words “distinct European defense iden- 


an attempt to give the Buropeans access to NATO's 
military resources for specific foreign operations of 
import to Burope. Francois Heisbourg, president of 
the Prench committee of the International Institute for 
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Strategic Studies, explained: “These negotiations are 
making rapid progress. If they should come to a 
successful conclusion, the Western European Union 
[WEU] would then have the resources it needs to 
officially form the European defense pillar in NATO 
which, all of a sudden, would begin the renovation 
that Jacques Chirac said he wanted to sec. This was 
what Agence Europe's LETTER FROM BRUSSELS 
interpreted in January as being Paris’ desire “to give 
the Europeans a major role in NATO command 


The creation of “an alliance with two equal pillars 
one European and one American,” has been part of 
the NATO strategy for several years now. This has 
notably, come at a me when the number of US. troops 
stationed in Europe is being cut. Moreover, a global 
military organization based on these two pillars would 
serve to strengthen the European security identity in the 
WEU, not to mention the EU. 


The rise in importance of the WEU in NATO will 
doubtless, in France and elsewhere, bolster the process 
of reducing forces and equipment. The Defense Council 
mecting today at the presidential palace with Jacques 
Chirac in the chair will start this movement in France. 
but such a movement was begun by our European 
partners several years ago. As Francois Heishourg 
stressed: “After the fall of the Berlin Wall, our partners 
reduced their forces and equipment costs by 25 percent 
and more.” In such conditions, and while Paris fervently 
defends the idea of the European defense pillar, it has 
to work out a reduction in its owa military resources. I 
must do SO not just as a Consequence of trying to mect 
the Maastricht convergence criteria but also to prove 
that European defense resides with a strong WEU inside 
NATO. 


France: Trade Council To Open Office in Baghdad 


BR2202142296 Paris LE MONDE in French 
22 Feb 96 p4 


[Repat by Mouna Naim: “French ‘Priends’ of Irag Seek 
To Open Office in Baghdad") 


{(FBIS Translated Text) Certain “friends” of Iraq are 
continuing to doggedly prepare for the future, confident 
that the sanctions imposed on Baghdad in August 1990 
wiil be lifted in the more or less long term. The Prench- 
Iragi Trade and Industry Council [CCI] created in June 
1995 by General Jeannou Lacaze, former chief of staff, 
will open an office in the Iragi capital in the first half 
of April. The French-lragi Association for Economic 
Cooperation [AFICE] has started to produce a “quarterly 
information newsletter” directed mainly at companies 


CCI and AFICE directors make no secret of it: Beyond 
any sympathy or friendship they have or might have 
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The services being proposed by AFICE — which arose 
out of the “Freach-lragi Friendship Society” and whose 
sponsorship commitiec 1s chaired by Roselyne Bachelot. 
Rally for the Republi deputy for Maine-<t-Loire, and 
includes two other members of the majority — range 
from preparing and organizing trips to Iraq, to following 
up on dossiers in Baghdad 


Ahmad Chaker, president of the Association for the 
Development of French-Arab Relations [ADRAF], who 
has always and still docs consider himscif to be one 
of the champions of friendly relations with Baghdad, 
has opted for “discretion.” He said: “I am tired of 
this squabbling between associations where everyone 
believes that they have the monopoly” in dealings with 
Iraq. “I also find it funny when people claim to be acting 
out of the kindness of the hearts when really they ac 
helping Iraq and doing deals on the side.” 


The ADRAF president who has just returned from a 
trip to Baghdad announced that his association “will 
gr’ tually change direction” and could soon be “EBuro- 
A .bD” in nature and operate “not necessarily from Paris 
Some people do not rule ou! the ADRAF moving to Italy 
since it has already broadened the scope of its activities 


recently to take in European comp swies, and especially 
Italian ones. 


France ‘Leading’ EU Investor in Vietnam With $1 
Billion 


BR2202112396 Paris AFP in French 
1633 GMT 21 Feb % 


[PBIS Translated Text) Paris, 21 Feb (AFP) — Prance 
remains the leading European investor in Vietnam 
despite the influx of foreign assets to that country 


"With almost $1 billion dollars invested — 6 percent 
of the total foreign assets in Vietnam — Prance is 
among the leading foreign investors: It ranks first among 
the EU countries, second among the Western countries, 
and sixth or seventh at the international level,” Jack 





panies will certainly have a lot of ground to cover in Hanoi. said 4 a meeting at the Prench Foreign 
At the same time as proposing the creation of a Prench = Trade Center 
chamber of commerce and industry, “designed specially In terms of accumulated assets, France invested 10 times 
for relations with Iraq,” in December the AFICE began = more in Vietnam than Germany and outranks Great 
to publish a quarterly newsletter. While the first edition —_ Britain ($500 million) This situation is very different 
was dedicated to the humanitarian situation in Irag, it from that in China where Prance has lost considerable 
still contained a plea for what the author, AFICE Gen- ground. 
eral Secretary Gilles Munier, considers to be the begia- In Vietnam several large-scale are planned 
nings of democracy in Baghdad: “The 99.96 percent Of = — French companies: Prance Telecom wants to install 
dum of 15 October 1995 represented “an act of alle psa Citroen) group wants to develop a car 
giance for a leader in the true Arab tradition. It was not — assembly in Hanoi, and Total intends to compete 
subterfuge, it was progress toward democracy.” for the construction of a new oil refinery 
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Italy: Paper Views U.S. Saddam Son-in-Law Affair 


BR2102135496 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
21 Feb 9% p10 


ITALY 19 


spectacularly on the United States. The Kamil brothers’ 
highfaluun statements and thew professed desire to work 
for the regime's overthrow convinced nobody. They 
were both, and both remain, too involved in the regime's 
atrocities to be able to aspire to a lcading role within 
the wpposition in exile. With great irritation, the CNI 
{icagi National Council], the iragi opposition’s umbreila 
organization, accepted the U.S. decision, after five years 
of futile atiempts, to play the family conspiracy card to 
bring down Saddam. And since its activities are cnurely 
financed by Washington, the CNI avoided engaging in 
any disputes, but none of its leaders ever agreed to meet 
with ihe Kamil brothers. 


Now the two brothers are returning home, convinced 
that dicey will receive the forgiveness of their dictator 
father-in-law. it is no comcidence that they chose a 
symbolic day — the “night of destiny,” the festival 
that marks the end of Ramadan, when Allah forgives 
believers all their sins. And so in this compica chess 
game between the United States and Irag, it is Saddam 
that has now dealt a major blow to the credibility of 
his detractors, and the reunification of his family is the 
clearest evidence of it. 
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Sweden: Daily on Possible Persson Cabinet 
Candidates 


BR2102160196 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 20 Feb 96 pil 


[Article by Mats Kautson: “Everything Points to Hul- 
terstrom”) 

{FBIS Translated Text) Sven Hulterstrom, chairman of 
the Social Democratic Riksdag group, is the hottest 
candidate for the post of finance minister in Goran 
Persson’s first government. 

Sven Hulterstrom is a truce politician and has a strong 
position within the Social Democratic Party. Both these 
characteristics are important for a Social Democratic fi- 
nance minster, particularity in times of econornic auster- 
ity. 

Several influential Social Democrats also regard Sven 
Hulterstrom as the obvious candidate for the job of 
finance minister. However, there will be no answer until 
22 March when incoming Prime Minister Goran Persson 
will read the names of his ministers in the chamber of 
the Riksdag. 


FBIS-WEL -96-4™% 
22 February 1996 


back the sew finance minister and to ensure Continuity 
at the ministry Goran Persson may perhaps choos | 
appoimt one of his under secrctafics as Geputy finance 
minister. it is truc that Anitra Steen has icfi the monistry 
to become the director general of the National Social 
insurance Board, but the question is whether she can say 
no to an offer of a munisterial Post. Another alicrnative is 
for Persson to try to bring her over as under secretary i 
the Cabinet Office. Anitra Stcen has long been Person's 
favorite and also worked for him as under secrciaty 
Guring his ime at the Education Ministry. Another 
Candidate for the post of deputy finance nunister is the 
Current under secretary, Leif Pagrotsky 


There are also finance minister candidates other than 
Sven Hulterstrom, but the question is what weight they 
carry. Anna Hedborg, former Swedish Trade Uniwn 
Confederation economist and deputy social affairs mun- 
ister, has had a key role in the cuthacks im the social 
insurance system and many people consider that she has 
done a competent job. However, others think that she 
gets into hot water in the media too often by “thinking 
aloud’, for example on the subject of pensions 


Erik Asbrink, managing director of the state-owned real 
estate company, Vasakronan, has been deputy finance 
minister in the past and is without dowm a person 
capable of heading the Finance Ministry. However 
his support in the Social Democratic movement is 
Gefinitely liraited. Current Defense Minister Thage G 
Peterson is another name thal is sometimes mentioned 
in speculations about a new finance minister, but Goran 
Persson will probably choose to let him stay on as 
defense minister. 


Departures Decided 


Because even if Persson docs want to let the leaderstup 
changeover in the Social Democratic Party have an im- 
pact on the new government, he also has an interest in 
stressing Continuity. And so many departures trom In- 
gvar Carisson’s government have already been decided 
today that they will require a fairly extensive govern- 
ment reshuffle. 


Former Deputy Prime Minister Mona Sahlin has already 
gone, as has Industry Minister Sien Heckscher (the new 
national police chief.) Persson himself will leave the 
post of finance minister and Ingela Thalen will quit as 
social affairs minister to become party secretary 


it is also unclear whether Coordination Minister Jan Ny- 
gren will be available to Goran Persson. Nygren is hes- 
itant about continuing as a minister for family reasons, 
among other things. Referring to the relationship with 
his son, Nygren also declined to become party leader 
last fall. As coordination minister in the Cabinet Office 
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Jan Nygren has had a imited wave! program which has 
suited him and his family well. But Goran Persson is 


considering abolishing the post of coordimaon munis- 
ter in the new government and it is doultful whether 


Nygren is prepared to become a specialist minister with 
all the travelling to differem EU mectings that this in- 
volves. 


A newcomer to the Cabinet Office will probably be 
Culture Minister Margot Wallstrom who is expected to 
be appointed deputy prime minister. She sught also be 
given responsibility for information technciogy issucs 


After last fall's and this winter's crodu card affair 
Mona Sahlir is probably not yet ready for a new 
ministerial post even though this alternative should not 
be completely ruled out. Also, Mona Sahlin’s political 
position has been weakened laicly after the dcbaic 
caused dy her vcrious controversial statements 


New Conditions 


When the Social Democratic Party's executive commit- 
tee mocting last Friday [16 February] nominated five 
people to speak on the policy guidelines that will be 
discussed at the congress on 15-17 March, Mona Sahlin 
was not among them. “oran Persson himself will take 
care of the broad section on political developments and 
the new situation, while Margot Wallstrom will speak 
on the section about how to deepen democracy 


Labor Minister Anders Sundstrom is responsible for the 
section on growth which is about work, education, and 
the environment. Energy issues are also included here 


Inga Thalen will start the debate on welfare policy 
which will be about pensions, the social insurance sys- 
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tem, and health care, among other things, and Foreign 
Minster Lena Hycim-W alien will be responsible for the 


secuon on Europe 
Will Leave the Government 


in Goran Persson’s government Anders Sundstrom is 
the prime candidate to become industry mimisicr — a 
post that speculation had was already reserving for him 
after the 1994 clection. Several people could then come 
ito the picture to replace him as labor munister 


Goran Johnsson, president of the Metal Workers’ Union, 
is the strongest labor umon cad even though Lei! 
Blomberg, immigration munister and former president 
of the Metal Workers’ Union, also might be ready to 
take a step up. Another candidate is Johany Abiqvist, 
chairman of the Riksdag’s Labor Commiutiec, with solid 
parlamentafian cxapenence 


There is also every indication that Education Minister 
Carl Tham will have to leave the government. He is 
already said to be on his way out and there is speculation 
that he is practice ready for an ambassado 's job. ht 
is truc that Schools Minister Yiva Johansson is among 
Goran Persson’s favorites, but the question is whether 
she is ready to become the head of the Education 


Ministry 


The strongest candidate for taking over the job as social 
affairs minister after Ingela Thalen is Deputy Minister 
Social Affairs Anna Hedborg, unless Goran Persson has 
another offer for her at the Finance Ministry 
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agreement. Denktas called on the Greek Cypriot icader 
ship to come to the negotiating tabic and on the Unned 
States, Britain, and the EU members to respect the prin 
ciple of the supremacy of the law. Denktas also reiter 
ated his proposal to sign a mutual nonaggression pact 
with the Greek Cypriots and to mutually withdraw the 
troops along close borders. 

In a statement to TAK [Turkish Cyprict News Agency) 
today, President Denktas stressed that nobody can 
change the following facts: Cyprus docs not belong 
to the Greek Cypriots or the Greeks: C-rras has 
two owners; one of those owners cannot come the 
government «f the other, and 60 million Turks will not 


abandon the Turkish Cypriot people. [passage omitted) 


Denkias pointed out thet the Greek Cypriot leadership 
tries to look like it is asking the United States, the EU, 
and the world in general to pressure Turkey with reyard 
to a solution of the Cyprus problem. Denktas said that 
‘0 this way Greece, like a wolf in sheep's clothing, is 
continuing to pursue its ugly policies and that this is as 
ridiculous as it is disgusting. [passage omitted) 


Denktas said that all the governments in the world 
— particularly the United States and Britain — that 
have been treating the bloodstained and racist Greek 
Cypriot Administration like the legitimate government 
of Cyprus for the past 32 years carry great responsibility 
for the fact that 


problem has become unsolvable 
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ish Cypriots should give up at the acgotiating table what 
the Greek Cyprots could aot get a gunpoint ts abeurd 
He addad: ht ws a mdiculous, Byzanuec wick to accuse 
us of emtranmugence and Turkey of capanmomism because 
we Go not do just thal 


The president stressed thal an agreement cannot be 
reached by trampling the supremacy of law. He called 
on the Unned States, Brean. and the EU members 
© Tespect the supremacy of law. He recalled that 
the Turkish Cypricts have always said that the Greek 
Cypriot side, winch has snatched a fake title by violating 
the law and shedding Moad in Cyprus for the 3 
years, is not thew government. He stated that those who 
want peace and conciliation in Cyprus must pressure 
the Greek Cyprict Admunistration, which turned the 
partnership republic into a Greek Cyprict republic by 


ignoring the supremacy of law and the agreements, in 
that direction [passage ormtted] 


Cyprus: U.S. Urged To Pressure Turkey on Cyprus 
Insue 

NC2202095006 Nicosia KHARAVY! in Greek 

22 Feb % pS 


[From the ‘Offensive’ column: “We Are Interested In 
Results’! 


[PBIS Translated Text} The government appears to have 
been convinced thal the Americans are not prepared to 
pressure Turkey to show conciliation in the Cyprus issue 
but will merely advise Ankara—using the method of 
persuasion —to behave rationally. We are not interested 
in the method, but in the result. We are interested in 
a just, honest solution that is compatible with the UN 
resolubons and safeguards human nghts. Unfortunately, 
for the past 26 years Ankara has proved that it does not 
understand recommendations or advice. On the contrary, 
knowing that it will face no pressure or suffer any 
consequences from its contempt for the UN decision, 
Ankara is behaving arrogantly and ignoring everyone 
Worse, Ankara threatens and Diackmails. This is why 
we believe the United States can talk to Turkey using 
harsher language so that it understands that the United 
States means what it says. Otherwise, flattering Ankara 
constitutes a mockery of our side and puts in dow the 
sincerity of the U.S. intentions 
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Greece: Report on Talks With UK's Rifkind 
NC2002213196 Athens ET-1 Television Networt 
in Greek 1900 GMT 20 Feb 0 


(PBIS Translated Text) British Foreign Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkind arrived in Athens a little after 1930 local 
[1730 GMT) tonight for contacts with the Greek Gov- 
erament. Correspondent Nikos Meiectis is at the Forcign 


horos Pangalos. The aim of the meeting, apart from be- 
img = Chance to meet the British foreign secretary, was 
to express the two countries’ positions on the March 
imtergovernmental conference on the EU course, on the 
cast Mediterrancan and the Balkans, and on Milateral re- 


Let us recall that last Thursday [15 February], follow- 
ing his meeting with Turkish Foreign Minister Deniz 
Baykal, Rifkind made particular statements that caused 
a ict of reaction in Athens. As expected, he was asked 
today about Britain's position on the Greek- Turkish di 
alogue. As Rifkind said, dialogue is useful for mutual 
when it takes place to discuss the ge- 
pointed ov' that there are some other 
it is up to the two countries to find the 
. Asked about the 
incident, he said Britain understands coun- 

* sensibilities concerning thew sovereign nights and 

Greece rightly took a tough position. Tomorrow 
| will meet New Democracy Chairman Miltiad- 
National Defense Minister Yerasimos Ar- 
then leave for London 
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[Unidentified announcer] Did he refute carluy state- 
ments, at least those parts thal Concern us’ 


(Meietis} He did not exactly refute his remarks but 
he was more reserved. Rifland and Pangalos held 
a telephone conversation on Friday [16 February] to 
resolwe—according to Foreign Office souces—the mus- 
understanding created between Greece and Britain by 
statements by the British foreign secretary 


[Announcer] Is the focling that the misunderstanding has 
heen resolved, especially now that he is visiting Greece” 


[Melctis} The atmosphere at the mecting was good 
Rifkind more or less revterated the same thing but with- 
out using the extreme terms he used in London, when 
he sand thal territorial issues Detween two Countries do 
not concern Europe, and all the other things he said that 
stirred reaction. Today he was more reserved and he 
reiterated the same position. Let us hear ihe statement 
by Pangalos following the two ministers’ meeting. The 
ministers are now mecting in the presence of thew re- 


spective delegations 


[Pangalos| We have the pleasure of the company of 
Malcolm Rifkind, British foreign secretary and an old 
friend. He has been dealing with Euronean issues for 
years. We met for the first time when he was a 
minister dealing with European issues. We discussed 
with Prime Minister Simstis European developments and 
issues Concerning the situation in the area and Greece's 
relauonship with other neighboring countries. There 
are other issues of bilateral cooperation, especially 
in the financial sector, the sector of investment and 
commerce. We have started a discussion that will 
continue tomorrow among our astociates. The two 
delegations will continue thew talks [end recording) 
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Turkey: Baykal Meets Agnelli on Ties With EU, 
Greece 

7TA2102084596 Ankara TRT Television Network 

in Turkish 1800 GMT 20 Feb 96 


[Statement by Deniz Baykal, Turkish foreign minister 
and deputy prime minister, to TRT in Rome on 20 
February —- recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] This was the last leg of my 
week-long tour. I met with Italian Foreign Minister 
Agnelli, who is also the term chairman of the EU. 
[passage omitted) 

We signed the Customs Union agreement with the EU. 
With this agreement, the EU assumed certain respon- 
sibilities regarding Turkey. We, too, assumed certain 
responsibilities regarding the EU. We are fulfilling our 
responsibilities. The EU must also fulfill its responsibil- 
ities, including the financial protocol. If the EU becomes 
unabie to fulfill its responsibilities regarding Turkey, be- 
cause of the insistence, demands, or veto of one of the 
EU members, say Greece, which would be a very fun- 
damentally negative situation as far as the EU is con- 
cerned. [passage omitted] 


We want to establish a dialogue with Greece. We call 
on Greece to discuss our mutual problems. We said this 
during our contacts, and our attitude was received with 
great pleasure. I hope that in the coming days there will 
be an opportunity to act in line with our attitude. Such 
an opportunity must arise. If such a development occurs, 
Turkey will be happy and will make the necessary 
contributions, with great goodwill, to ensure that this 
dialogue turns out to be fruitful and conclusive. 


Turkey: Cifler Says ANAP-RP Mortgaging Country 
TA2102191696 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1600 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Tansu Ciller, True Path Party 
leader and prime minister, has described the Motherland 
Party [ANAP]-Welfare Party [RP] coalition work as an 
extremely grave step, adding that this step mortgages the 
future of the country. Ciller went to Bursa this morning 
to pass the Ramadan holiday in Uludag. Bursa Deputy 
Governor Hasan Tulay, National Education Minister 
well 


[Begin recording) [Correspondent] Will an ANAP-RP 
coalition be established? 


[Ciller] First of all, it is an RP-ANAP coalition. 
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[Correspondent] Sorry. What are your views on this 
issue? 

[Ciller] This is an extremely grave step. Turkey's future 
has been mortgaged. Turkey, including control over 
Turkish justice and internal affairs, is being handed over 
to the RP for the sake of assuming the post of prime 


minister for a couple of months and for the sake of the 
chair. 

[Correspondent] Why don't they heed your words? 
What is the point of disagreement? 

[Ciller] Mr. Yily az is obsessed with the premiership 
and is ready to mortgage the future of Turkey for the 
sake of a couple of months. | regret to have to say 
these things but, unfortunately, they are true. Today, 
the Interior and Justice Ministries were handed over to 
the RP. The situation today is more of an RP-ANAP 
than an ANAP-RP coalition, and this is a pity — a pity 
for Turkey. 


[Correspondent] You have also been criticized regarding 
the post of prime minister your failure to relinquish this 
post. 

[Ciller] We would have been the ones to form a coalition 
with the RP if we had not relinquished the task. We 
undertook all our work in accordance with our principles 
and what we consider to be right. Had the issue been 
one of the chair, we would have been in ANAP’s place 
and would be preparing the coalition protocol. 


[Correspondent] Did your spouse meet with the RP? 


[Ciller] No, this is definitely not true. They are just 
looking for ways to cover up their disgraceful behavior. 
[end recording] [passage omitted] 


Turkey: ANAP’s Yilmaz Interviewed on Coalition 


NC2102212996 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
21 Feb 96 p 12 


["Text" of interview with Motherland Party leader 
Mesut Yilmaz by columnist Sedat Ergin in Ankara; date 
not given) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara — [Ergin] The views 
you expressed in connection with the Welfare Party 
[RP] in the past are on record. Now you are trying to 
establish a coalition with the RP. Does that not conflict 
with your views? 


[Yilmaz] Can the Motherland Party [ANAP] and the 
RP cooperate in accordance with the realities in Turkey, 
regardless of the difference of views between them? Mr. 
Erbakan and I have tried to answer thet question in the 
talks we have held since the elections of 24 December. 
He informed us that the election results have not allowed 
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the RP to realize its program by itself and thai the RP 
is ready to forego its program and cooperate with the 
ANAP. I believed ai the time that the factors that would 
prevent a reconciliation between the two parties were 
Turkey's future position in the world, its relations with 
the EU, and the maintenance of secularism. Mr. Erbakan 
informed me thal none of these would be a problem 
between us. He stressed that he was not opposed to the 
customs union. In fact, he said that he wanted to sec 
Turkey's relations with the EU strengthened. Regarding 
the principle of secularism, he said that he was not 
opposed to it but to the way it has been applied. 
[Ergin] Did you agree with him? 

[Yilmaz] No, I did not. In fact, during our dialogue | 
told him: We will ask you to be very careful when the 
protocol is drawn up and when we move to realize it. 
That is a prerequisite for our cooperation. 

{Ergin} Can you comment on the matters you want Mr. 
Erbakan to be very careful about? 


[Yiln:.zj The first is the question of cadres. Various 
individuals in the RP who have been criticized by the 
media organs from time to time will be a problem. The 
RP will have to work within the system if it wants to 
rectify its mistakes. It will have to act by itself if it 
wants to change the existing system. 

The second important factor is this: Terrorism and the 
economic problems have to be solved in this country. 
So, the agenda must not be delayed with extraneous 
issues. 


Can Erabakan Change? 


[Ergin] Mr. Erbakan’s style is obvious. Do you believe 
that you will be able to change his approach? 


[Yilmaz] I believed that we have to try to do so. The 
RP claims that it can cooperate with the political parties 
that it accused of imitating the Western countries. It 
says it can cooperate with them in accordance with 
the realities in the country and on the basis of the 
republic’s principles. Considering that, it must be given 
an opportunity. 


{Ergin} Will the result of the chance you want to give 
the RP not be very risky for your political career? 


[Yilmaz] Politics is a risky business. If the outcome of 
the elections has forced us to take such a risk, then 
we should be prepared to take it. I said right at the 
beginning that we can agree with the RP only with great 
difficulty. However, the people are well aware of why 
the coalitions that would have been easier to establish 
were not formed during the past two months. 


TURKEY 25 


Erbakan’s Sincerity 

{Ergin} What guarantees that Mr. Erbakan has changed 
his approach? 

{Yilmaz} The risk factor is linked with the truth of 
the statements that have been made. I have tried 
to establish specific conditions for our cooperation. 
Meanwhile, various circles have described that as a 
move to strengthen our bargaining position. However, 
our main objective has been to reduce the risk factor 
as much as possible. The ANAP would be reluctant 
to support the RP in a coalition which would only be 
dominated by that party. However, we will help if the 
RP sincerely agrees to have a different system. 


[Ergin] Considering the distance you have covered in 
your effort to establish a coalition, you must believe 
that the statements that have been made are sincere. 


[Yilmaz] We believe that an effort should be made 
to achieve our objective. That is more important than 
whether or not we believe that the statements are 
sincere. 

Otherwise, We Will Probably Withdraw 

{Ergin} Are you worried that Turkey's pro-Western and 
secular approach, which is based on positive principles, 
may weaken or change? Many people in the community 
are worried. 

[Yilmaz] The ANAP cannot agree to join an adminis- 
tration that wants to change Turkey's course or reject 
the republic's basic characteristics. 

{Ergin} What if a deviation is made in that direction? 
[Yilmaz] We will immediately take the necessary mea- 
sures. 


{Ergin} What would you do? Would you withdraw from 
the government? 

[Yilmaz] We explained how sensitive we are on this 
matter right at the beginning. We will take the necessary 
measures if an adverse situation emerges. First, we will 
caution our counterpart. We will do that [withdraw] if 
we get no response. 

{Ergin} Do you believe that you will be able to convince 
the people? 


[Yilmaz] Various groups have sincerely reacted to the 
establishment of a coalition between the ANAP and the 
RP because they are worried. We have to respect their 
reaction. However, various groups have overreacted. 
They want to safeguard their interests, not the secular 
system. The principle of secularism cannot be used to 
camouflage the interests of various people or groups. 
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Considering the designs that are employed to mislead 

the people, our task will be difficult. 

I Do no* Trust Public Opinion Polls 


{Ergin} Have you held a public opinion poll to establish 
what the people think about your effort to establish a 
coalition with the RP? 


[Yilmaz] We have gathered information on the matter. 
However, I must say that I do not trust the data 


regions. We also have ascertained that our political 
rivals have encouraged the reaction against us. 
(Ergin) You have taken a risk by deciding to establish 


a coalition with the RP. Can you explain how difficult 
it was for you to decide on the matter? 


[Yilmaz] We have not yet been able to resolve our 
problems. Meanwhile, the media organs seem to believe 


obstacles have been removed. That is wrong. We 
have not even held talks on the protocol. Several 
problems related to the government's structure have to 


TA2202090796 Ankara TRT Television Network 


4 coalition government 
know that ANAP makes democratic contributions to 
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it, and thal we are trying to integrate the RP into the 
system. 


The ANAP deputy leader recalled that party leader 
Mesut Yilmaz repeatedly said that their preference for 
a coalition was the True Path Party [DYP], and that 
their last preference involves the RP. Eryilmaz stressed 
that Prime Minister Ciller’s desire to be prime minister 
prevented any cooperation between ANAP and the 
DYP. He also expressed regret about Ciller’s accusation 
that ANAP is leading the country into darkness. 


[Begin Eryilmaz recording} We want Mrs. Ciller to 
know thal we 2re at least as sensitive as Mrs. Ciller 


about the basic principles of the Turkish Republic. 
When we become the government, we will respond. 
with our services, to these pessimistic expectations and 
pessimistic wishes. Turkey's serious problems are out 
in the open. The economic problems and the southeast 
Anatolia situation in particular must be resolved quickly. 
No political party has the right to waste Turkey's time 
any longer. Turkey is waiting for a serious, determined, 
and sensitive government that will solve the urgent 
problems. [end recording) 


Eryilmaz stressed that ANAP is trying to make sure that 
such a government is established as soon as possible. 


Turkey: RP Official on Coalition Talks, Democracy 


TA2102073696 Istanbul Kanal-7 Television 
in Turkish 1900 GMT 19 Feb 96 


{Interview with Turkey's Welfare Party deputy leader 
Aydin Menderes by Ahmet Coskun Hakan in the Ankara 
studio — live) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted} [Hakan] | 
want to speak about today’s negotiations, without go- 
ing into too much detail. From what we understand, 
the issue of a minority government posed a probiem in 
the negotiations between the Motherland Party [ANAP] 
and the Welfare Party [RP]. The RP did not agree to 
the ANAP proposal that it support an ANAP minority 
government for three months. At that point, the nego- 
tiations were on the verge of collapse, at which time 
ANAP gave up the minority government idea. Now the 
problem centers around the distribution of the ministries. 
That is what is being said. Is that true? 


[Menderes] We cannot say that there is a problem 
concerning the distribution of the ministries. | will 
tell you why. There are basic pivotal points on which 
coalitions are established. One of theni is the distribution 
of the ministries. For us to say that there is a problem in 
that regard, we must first hold serious negotiations on 
the distribution of the ministries and fail to reach results. 
The distribution of ministries was discussed by the two 
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leaders <«.ly today. Consequently, not enough time has 
passed for us to say that there is indeed a problem here. 


(Hakan) We saw the following in the RP-ANAP nego- 
agreed. ANAP wanted Mesut Yilmaz to be prime mun- 
ister first; the RP agreed. The RP rejected only the mi- 


nority government proposal. isn’! the RP making a few 
too many concessions to ANAP? 


(Menderes) This minority government business between 
the RP and ANAP should not be viewed as a step 
forward or backward. The two parties agreed on a 


for two months. At the end of the two months, the 
period of Mr.Erbakan’s premiership was to begin. That 


what they are going to do for five years. That is how 
this should be viewed. 


enh ny sentra tld sawed 
Being the first party brings with it certain advantages 
as well as disadvantages. The nation expects the first 


minister in the first round, even though the RP does not 
have any guarantees about the second round. (passage 
omitted) 


{Hakan} The RP and ANAP are in the process of setting 
up a government. The party committees are negotiating 
the ministries. If the RP gets the Health Ministry, for 
example, will the health minister make sure that all the 
hospital nurses wear head scarves? In other words, will 
the RP ministers of health, national education, interior, 
foreign affairs, et cetera bring a new way of life that will 
change the daily lives of the people living in Turkey? 
Will they impose a new way of life? What will the RP 
ministers do? 


[Menderes] Allow me to say a few sentences about 
a certain situation which has led you to ask this 
question. Efforts have been made to portray the RP as 
a bogeyman. If there are certain concerns about the RP, 
if they are sincere and innocent concerns, then it is the 
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duty of all RP members to discuss them and bring them 
to light. 
{Hakan} Don’t you believe that these concerns are 
innocent? 
(Menderes) If these concerns are not innocent, if they 
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answer your question about the Health 
are these RP members and ministers? 
are people who suffered for years because the 
orcibly imposed a way of life in Turkey. They 
people who felt this to their bones. The only thing 
do in power is to interfere in the 
lives through the power of the state. 
th full democracy, full tolerance. We will 
a scarf or remove one. This 
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a political party for which those who do not wear 
abel sper lhe We will not setile for 
21.5 percent of the vote. We have another 78.5 percent 
share to take. We will win those votes, too. Why should 
we risk that for nothing, for a quirk, an adventure, a few 
days’ show of force? Neither the RP nor any other party 


ask why such things are being 
said about the RP. . t is Ag — encarta gc 


who imposed a way 
this day cannot imagine the 
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your faith. There is no 
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{Hakan} There is ancther controversial ministry — the 
Culture Ministry. If the RP gets that ministry, will an 
RP minister of culture not intervene in certain things? 
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tourists who come to Turkey are interested in the Seljuk 
and Ottoman wchitecture and history. At least there is 
such a tourism dimension in the country. 


{Hakan} In this way, you tell us what the RP will 
do if it gets the Tourism Ministry. [passage omitted) 


will not be able to explain this deed to his children. What 
does she meas? Is it true that the RP-ANAP coalition 
will bring darkness to Turkey? 

{Menderes} I do not know what Mrs. Ciller’s knowledge 
is about the history of democracy in Turkey during the 
past SO years. I want to remind everyone of something: 
The accusations leveled at certain parties that they will 
bring back the dark middle ages, that they will bring 
fundamentalism, that they are reactionary — I am 50 
years old, and I heard them often. Such accusations were 
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leveled at the Democratic Party, at the Justice Party, at 
even the iate Turgut Ozal, at Demirel. The Republican 
People’s Party [CHP] used to make such accusations. 
Now, Mrs. Ciller is making them. These allegations are 
made by a certain political school in Turkey. That is 
what is strange. Under Ciller’s leadership, the True Path 
Party [DYP] has started to look increasingly like the 
CHP during the single-party period in Turkey. 
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we are 
aims, we hear such allegations. These are acts of low- 
level totalitarianism and provocativeness. They are not 
pleasant. We hope that the DYP, which has deep-rooted 
traditions, will revert to the main lines of the party soon, 
because under this new leader, it has moved away from 
them. We hope that the DYP will feel the need to do 
that and take the necessary measures. 


(Hakan) Thank you. 
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